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THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD

Head’s Lines
Covid
This time last year I think we all looked forward to the
effects of the vaccination programme, optimistically
hoping that Covid would be reduced to something with
the impact of the ‘flu, or Measles. However, we are
learning to live with it rather than hide from it, and school
has returned almost to ‘normal’.

•
•

One of the features of RHSC is the relationship between
staff and pupils. As we return to normal we will see
more and more trips and visits restart, as we feel the
extensive extra-curricular programme is a key vehicle
for building the rapport between us. We always do the
best we can to achieve the best qualifications we can
for all our pupils, but in addition to that we do all we can
to offer personal and social development opportunities,
as we recognise and believe that out of classroom
experiences play an equally important part of wider
‘education’. It has been great to see things like the ski
trip, quiz team matches, a drama production, sports
matches, science trips and the allotment creep back
into life, with the associated enjoyment and fun that they
bring making pupils’ days more enjoyable than they
were without them! Thank you to all staff who are doing
these; the appetite for these enriching activities is strong
at Reepham and I am sure will be more valued by all
having experienced a couple of years without them.

leaders have ensured that messages, such as the
importance of tolerance and understanding healthy
relationships, are well-promoted,

•

pupils feel that reported incidents are taken
seriously. The safeguarding team is highly visible
and well known across the school.

•

Staff build positive working relationships with pupils
and students. Pupils are typically respectful and
behave well. They understand leaders’ expectations
of good behaviour. Consequently, the atmosphere in
lessons and around the school is usually calm and
purposeful.

•

•

The safeguarding team is vigilant and well trained.
Staff know the signs to look out for if they suspect a
pupil may be at risk from harm. They are encouraged
to leave nothing to chance. Safeguarding records are
detailed and clear
Safeguarding priorities are focused on prevention
through education, as well as intervention when
concerns are raised.

I hope you find the report reassuring, but please do get
in touch if it raises any concerns or queries you might
have.

Ofsted
Recently we were visited by Ofsted, as you will know
from my Parentmail message to you. This focussed
on Leadership and Management, the Safeguarding
culture at RHSC, as well as behaviour, bullying, PSHE/
RSE and the way the school is working to make itself
an equal and discrimination free place. Thank you to
the large number of you who took the time to go onto
Parentview; the results of the parent survey this provides
were overwhelmingly positive, and the inspectors
acknowledged this. The report is on the website for
you to read. In summary, it states that we are in a very
healthy place with regard to all these issues and gives
us two areas to consider for further improvement. The
report states:

•

Leaders know that safeguarding pupils and students
goes beyond their role in securing systems and
procedures.

Actual Examinations
We wish all Year 11 and 13 students the best of luck
in their GCSEs and A levels. This will be the first time
any of them have sat a series of actual exams and we
look forward to seeing their results in the summer. The
government have made it clear that national results will
not be as high as in the last two years, both of which
relied upon of Centre Assessed Grades and produced
record high grades. So, fingers crossed for all of them!
Let’s hope that we have a really excellent spell of
weather over the next couple of months to welcome in
the summer properly; we’ll move into Summer uniform
as soon as we are confident pupils will not freeze in
their polo shirts. As usual, can I ask for your support
in sending your children to school dressed only in
appropriate clothing, as identified on the website.

Leaders, governors and the trust are not complacent.
They continue to review, reflect on and take action to
improve what they do for vulnerable pupils.

Tim Gibbs, RHSC Headteacher
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Thursday 24th March marked the start of our Silver
Duke of Edinburgh Award practice expedition. We had
eleven participants with myself, Mr Daly, and Mr Gale
supervising. Pupils gathered on a beautiful morning at
Dunwich beach in Suffolk. Some were dropped off by
parents and some travelled with Mr Daly and Mr Gale on
the minibus.

In the evenings, after they had cooked on their Trangias
and pitched their tents, the groups gathered in front of
the staff accommodation to plot their routes for the next
day and fill in their route cards. They also enjoyed lots
of games of catch, hide and seek and the boys decided
to relive their primary school years by entertaining
themselves by blowing raspberries. Although the
weather was beautiful during the day, the evenings were
cold and meant everyone got an early night just to stay
warm. Aside from the chilly evenings, daytime broke the
general rule of 'It ain't training if it ain't raining.'

The groups were divided
into two groups: Alpha
and Sigma. Some pupils
had already been on
an expedition and were
divided amongst the
two groups to ensure
there were experienced
people across both
groups. All pupils had
attended First Aid
training provided by Miss
Reid over two evenings
and two training days at school where they learned
tent craft, countryside code, meal planning, emergency
procedures, navigation skills and map reading.

Alpha team showed real team spirit when one of their
teammates developed an injury, they carried her
equipment and made sure she was ok for their journey
and adapted their route to include more rest breaks.
Miss O’Reilly

Participants are working on their other three sections
to achieve their award, they are doing an hour of
volunteering in the community a week, learning or
improving on a skill and completing a physical activity
The groups had planned their first day and each member
of the group had a route card and map so they could all
share the navigation.
Once they set off, they were
supervised remotely but had
an emergency walkie talkie
and an emergency phone.
Staff got to enjoy watching
pupils try to type a text with
their setting off time on a
phone that wasn't touch
screen, this took a lot longer
than it should have (Oliver).
Pupils also had a digital
camera with them to capture
memories.

Alpha Team: Anna, Gaia,
Oliver, Simon, and Hamish
(above).
Sigma Team: Rita,
Rebekah, Samantha,
Jacob, Amos and Thomas
(left).
Alpha will be joined by
Joel and Joshua for their
final expedition in the Peak
District in July.
‘I am really enjoying DofE,
I love walking with people
and having a nice talk,
even if I do have a heavy pack on my back. It is really
nice meeting up with the other group and having a game
of catch.

When staff checked in on
pupils during their walk,
they put them through
some emergency procedures such as someone having
a broken arm and then developing hypothermia. The
hypothermia scenario meant pupils had to get their
survival bag out and try to warm their teammate whilst
the rest of the group got their tent up and contacted staff
with their location. It wasn't until several cars slowed
down whilst driving by that we realised how strange it
looked carrying a body in plastic into a tent. Gaia and
Amos have recovered very well.

The scenery is lovely with rolling fields and some
woodland. I definitely recommend it - especially the
feeling of everything you need on your back and the rest
of the world ahead of you.’
Gaia Dreisin-Moss
Alpha Team
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NATIONAL THEATRE CONNECTIONS
“I think it was the best thing we ever did and going to
The Garage was great. I loved it!” – the grinning words
from one of our ex-members of after school drama club
who came along to support and see our latest National
Theatre Connections venture - Remote by Stef Smith.
Of course, they were talking about their own experience
and their production of Chaos but hearing this filled me
with pride, joy and confirmation.
However, a question did pop into my head. How does
it feel when you are middle of the process; when you
are committed to turning up after school and school
holidays; having
to learn lines at
home; learning
new skills; being
asked to repeat
sections; being
prepared to push
yourself to try and
be the best you
can be; when you
are an accountable
member of a team
who want to be
successful, how
does that feel?

to performing at The Garage to other local
drama groups and seeing what they have
done with their plays.
Addy Mason
I really enjoyed working with the RHSC
Drama group - it has helped be expand
my skills in acting and I have loved acting
in a play. I played Antler in Remote, and I
found I really grew into the character, and
I understood her
perception of the
world that we live
in.
I got a lot from
acting, merging
fantasy and reality
in a production
that you try to
make seem as
comfortable and
normal as a real conversation, yet under the surface
learning all the lines so it comes as naturally as talking.
I couldn't have done it without the drama group, and
especially Rowena and Anna, thank you.
Gaia Dreisin-Moss

It makes the cast
of Remote very
special, resilient
people, I think.
Will the cast look back on this experience with
as much pleasure as our old student? I hope so.
Rowena Edwards, RHSC Drama Club Director
I play Desk in Remote, spending the play looking
for my lost glove and offering a rather more
grounded view of things to Antler. I can’t wait to perform
at The Garage – being in a real theatre is so cool,
especially as Connections is a national competition! I did
Chaos in 2019 too, so it’s great to be able to compete
again this year. It's incredible to be part of something
like this; it's magical to see how the play grows and
being able to share the exhilaration of it all with people.
Nothing really compares to that feeling of being on stage.
Asha Levy

In rehearsals, I enjoyed seeing the process of the play
come along and I loved how it came together.
I felt a little nervous because of the amount of people
and the director although I didn't really take into account
what anyone thought when performing.
The feedback informed me about things we needed
to improve on as a group eg: places, joint lines and
reacting. This was helpful.
At The Garage I am looking forward to seeing the best
outcome of our play and what other people’s reactions to
it might be and how people interpret the play.

I thought the rehearsals were really fun and enjoyable.
Performing in front of the NT Director was scary at first
but then we started, and I didn't feel nervous anymore.
The whole experience was really enjoyable.
Ella Thomson
I've enjoyed working as part of a chorus for Remote
and improving our group dynamic week on week, to the
point that we really came alive whilst performing to the
National Theatre director. I am now really looking forward

Rayus Lamb
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REEPHAM SKIERS TAKE TO THE ITALIAN SLOPES
I think that the ski trip was the
most amazing holiday I’ve ever
been on. Even the 24 hour bus
journey wasn’t that bad! The
whole trip was very well put
together and all the teachers
were really nice to everyone.
I’ve never skied before so the
whole experience was a first
for me, and it definitely didn’t
disappoint.
The views look exactly the
same as they do in all the
photos, really blue sky and
crispy white snow, jagged
mountains looming in the
distance, and you see all
that whilst speeding down
the slopes!
On the Tuesday we were
really lucky and it snowed!
Living where we live, we
are lucky if we see a few
snowflakes once a year,
and even then it rarely
settles. But in Italy it was
what I would call proper snow. Perfect
for snowballs! The next day was perfect
skiing conditions, with all the fresh snow
and blue sky.
The hotel we stayed at was also
really nice and the food was delicious!
Everyone had their own opinions about
it, but I really enjoyed it. There were four
courses, a salad buffet, a pasta dish, a
meat dish and dessert. For lunch, we
ate on the slopes, using a voucher at
the restaurant, and every
day we ate with great
views. The bus journey
was manageable, and went
pretty quickly. The thing
I found the hardest was
sleeping in the coach, but
that wasn’t really too bad,
and definitely worth it. We
brought tonnes of stuff to do
on the journey, and I don’t
think I actually did much of
it. It sounds like a long time,
but it goes quickly.
It was so good, and I’m looking forward to going
next year again too! I really recommend this trip. It’s
expensive, but worth every penny as it’s an opportunity
of a lifetime and something I’m never going to forget.
Jamela Levy, Year 10

This year’s ski trip was a little
different from other years due
to Covid. We had to do a test
before we could even get on
the bus, this made me feel a
little nervous as I was really
looking forward to going, and
luckily I tested negative
However, like other years we
still had a long bus journey, and
a brilliant week skiing in the sun
and snow. The hotel we stayed
in had nice big bedrooms
and en-suites and also had
a games room for us all to enjoy in the
evenings.
The days started early so we could get
on the slopes before the rush. Every
day we enjoyed lunch on the slopes with
breathtaking views of the mountains and
delicious Italian food.
Starting early meant we had a lot of time
for fun in the evenings. This included a
quiz night, pizza night, shopping and on
the last night there
was an awards
ceremony.
One of the best
moments of the
trip was on the
Wednesday
morning, when my
group went through
a valley. The route
was filled with tight
turns, trees and
fake deer which
made it exhilarating
and felt like you
where skiing through a
winter wonderland.
On the second day of skiing
it was snowing really hard
which made the visibility
very low and almost
created a white out, which
meant skiing was a lot
harder than any other day,
but it was still amazing!
This was a great trip for
both experienced and first
time skiers as there was something for all abilities and I
would definitely recommend this trip for next year.
This amazing experience wouldn’t have been possible
without Mr Easton.
Caitlin Jackets, Year 10
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NATIONAL CAREERS WEEK AT RHSC
Monday 7th March saw the start of National Careers
Week. In school pupils were encouraged to think about
careers and their future. Posters were on display linking
subject learning to
careers and teachers
were able to take
a few minutes to
talk about their own
career journey.
Tutor time activities
included looking at
careers of the past
such as the ‘Knocker
Upper’ and careers
of the future, for
example: AI and Robotics Engineer, renewable
energy related occupations and CGI Artist. As we
enter the Fourth Industrial Revolution, exciting
career opportunities will be available in industries
with self-driving cars, self-serve shops and AI to
assist medical professionals.
Year 7 spent time looking at the many different
careers some of the staff at Reepham High
School have experienced and were surprised to
hear how Mr Gibbs had worked as a lorry driver,
Reverend Keith as a shoe fitter, Mr Crick had
worked as a bricklayer
for a well-known
construction company
and Mr Munoz Delange
has volunteered in
Brazil to fight climate
change. This and other
careers education
activities that take place
over the year hope to
help and inspire our
pupils to think about the
careers they might like
in the future.

Comments from some of our Year 8 pupils:
‘It was very good; the VR headsets were great and so
were the career options available.’
‘My favourite part was the army and
police.’
‘I liked the variety of options in jobs.’
‘It was very good and fun, I wish we had
more time there, a great experience.’
‘Fun and lots to do.’
‘The things that I liked was that we
could touch the snake and
cockroach.’
‘I liked the careers fair, it was
really informative and there was
a range of stalls.’
‘It was very inspiring and
helpful.’
‘It was very good, there was
many things to do and choose
from and the chips were nice!’
On Thursday 10th March I took
a group of pupils to Sheringham
to visit the Equinor Public
Information Day – focused on the
Sheringham Shoal and Dudgeon
Offshore Wind Farm Extensions
Projects.
The event featured a wealth of
information on the project and we
were able to meet the project team,
and ask them questions about the
offshore wind farm extension projects
off the North Norfolk coast and
careers within this sector of industry.
Mrs Edgill,
RHSC Careers Coordinator

On Wednesday 9th
March pupils in Year
8 and Year 10 attended the Norfolk & Suffolk Skills and
Careers Festival at the Norfolk Showground.
The event gives young people a fantastic chance to
discover the huge range of opportunities available within
East Anglia and also motivates, inspires and offers the
chance to see the next steps needed towards a chosen
career.
We were able to chat with a range of exhibitors including
employers, further education providers and workshops
that gave career guidance. There were over 100
exhibitors from across a wide range of industries such
as Construction, Armed Forces, Agriculture, Hospitality,
Engineering and Finance.

On the trip I was able to ask
questions to find out about the
turbines and I was always listened to by those there.
They informed me of the effects of the windfarm and told
me information that was very useful. It was educational
and we all had lots of fun.
It was good to know how environmentally friendly
the company was being by reducing waste and CO2
emissions whilst building.
They are also being very considerate of the farmland,
roads, forests and rivers. I hope to be able to learn more
about the windfarm and have a chance to experience
things like this in the future.
Isla - Year 9
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I think that the trip was very informative and I also think
that it is great that they are putting in wind turbines to
make more energy and also giving job opportunities to
people. I think it’s smart how they have put it together
and I like that the turbines are as big as the Eiffel Tower
because that is very cool.
Paige - Year 9

I think the wind farm trip was very educational and fun.
We learnt many things like how the wind turbines are
built and how big they are. I now know that it’s very
environmentally safe and they actually care about the
impact that all the
construction could have
on the wildlife and sea
life.
Bethan - Year 9

I found it really interesting: how they showed us every
aspect of a wind farm! I like it how they told us about the
jobs you could get working there.
It was good how they showed us how they are built and
how long it would take. A really good experience.
Katie - Year 9

The wind farm trip was
very informative. What I
found interesting is how
long it will take and the
route they have for it. I
think that the staff going
out to sea are well
treated and well looked after
for the two weeks they are out
there.

I found the wind farm very interesting, especially the
wires underground and the route they had to plan. I was
interested in the areas which
they had to think about how they
would get around obstacles, like
trees and farms.
I was excited to see the
impact of the wind farm on the
environment and what effect it
is going to have locally. Besides
the wind farm, I also liked the
view from the top of the building
we were in.
Ray - Year 9

The wind farm is a great
idea. When I asked about
the farmland they would be
going through, I was told they
would ask the farmland owners
permission, which is sensible
and it is eco-friendly. I think it’s
a great idea.
Cameron - Year 9

FINDING LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS
It is so good to be writing for a hard copy of the school magazine. It has been a long
time since we have been able to do this as Covid has restricted us in so many ways for
such a long time.
Of course, Covid has not gone away, and we still need to be sensible, but after two
long years it really feels as if we are slowly coming out of the worst of all that the
pandemic has thrown at us.
However, just as we have all been able to heave a sigh of relief, Russia has invaded
Ukraine and we have a daily diet of upsetting news reports about the war, together with
unhelpful speculations from the media as to how this might escalate. It feels as if all of
our health and wellbeing is taking a real battering. How do we cope with and process of
all this?
Advice from the ‘Newsround’ website suggests that, ‘It's important to remember that
upsetting stories are in the news because they are rare - they don't happen very often.’
This is good advice that we would all be wise to listen to.
Newsround also recommends that, ‘Try to balance the news you read. If you read a sad story, then try and read a
happy one before you go to bed’.
Where do we find happy stories when the news seems to be filled with sad ones?
Actually, good news stories are not that hard to find if you look. A quick internet search has led me to the following
site (link below) that has seven positive stories to do with the situation in Ukraine. News stories that tell of the ordinary
Russian citizens who are horrified by their country’s invasion of its neighbour and are demonstrating at great risk to
themselves. Other countries that have opened their borders and their homes to those who are fleeing from Ukraine.
Charities, communities and individuals who are flocking to the area with help and supplies.
Even in the most challenging of times there are people who want to and will help.
When we read these stories, we are reminded that there is a lot of good in our world. As we hear at carol services
every December; ‘The Light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.’ Rev’d Keith
Hope Within the Heartbreak: Finding Good News in Ukraine (goodgoodgood.com)
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Tutor Team Olympics -Pancake Racing
Congratulations to Mrs John’s tutor who were the winners of the hotly contested Inter Tutor Pancake Race.
As the winning tutor group of the Reepham College 2022 pancake race, we feel it’s only fair to share
our tactics: first we had a team talk, we all felt very competitive. Izzy volunteered to compete first which
allowed the rest of us to get to grips with the ways of the game. As we made our way through the event the
team were showing potential to win - continuing to
keep up the good work of super-speed walking.
It was Betty’s turn next, she showed the team her
speed tactics by throwing her elbows in the air
for great balance too. After our tutor showed the
rest of the college how it was done, the final came
around…
The tensions were high, but due to Betty’s great
elbow speed tactics, she blew team Hill’s tutor out
of the water, finishing with a leisurely walk and
pancake flip. Betty and Hetti, Year 13
Year 12 students were joined by representatives
from the Roads Policing Department including Roads
Policing Officers on motorcycles and a Forensic Crash
Investigator. Students were invited to stand in the
blind spot areas while one student volunteer sat in the
cab of a lorry and was able to observe what could and
could not be seen from the cab.
The demonstration really allowed students to see
first-hand the dangers they face from lorries, and a
real awareness of safe ways to cross the road, safe
road positioning and how to make themselves visible.
Students were also given the opportunity to speak to
the presenters and discuss any concerns they had.
The presentation was excellent and taught us a lot about road safety. As someone who rides a motorbike
and will be learning to drive this year, learning the importance of the dangers while driving really gave me a
new perception of my experience on the road and will change the way I am on my motorbike; later my car.
Year 12 student

Molly Monk - Swimming Achievements
Since lockdown and Covid-19 restrictions have been
relaxed and the re-introduction of gatherings, the
swimming competition calendar has become very busy.
Just before Christmas I competed at English Nationals
across all three distances of breaststroke. Claiming eighth
place in the senior national final for 100m Breaststroke,
a great experience to be racing against the best senior
athletes in England.
Similarly, as a result of my performances over the last few months I was selected to represent England in
Dubai, and what an experience it was! A week away with a group of swimmers from across the country
with similar mindsets and goals led to a thriving training environment and an excellent competition with
quick racing. We carried out five days of training while we were there, in an incredible pool with similar
spectator capacity to that of the O2 arena, followed by three days of competing, finishing with two second
places and a third place.
Having been able to race in such an awe-inspiring facility representing England was an exceptional
opportunity that will stay with me for life. Molly Monk, Year 13

Year 13 Enrichment – Ready, Steady, Cook!
Year 13 Food Enrichment sees our students given the opportunity to cook a range of dishes with their
peers. Moving on from college and having to cater for yourselves can be quite daunting, but we focus on
cheap eats such as chilli con carne, curries, cottage pie, pasta bakes, crumbles and even popcorn that
students can batch cook themselves. Cheaper than buying microwave meals, fresher and healthier than
take aways, all the meals cost less than a £1 to cook.
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Drugs Awareness Education
Students in Years 8, 10, 11, 12 and 13 have attended a range of age
appropriate drugs awareness talks that focused on the law and recent
changes, developing refusal skills and learning signs and symptoms, alcohol
awareness and the party scene, and where to find help.
These talks were delivered by Bob Tait, co-founder of DRED UK Substance
Misuse Education. Bob has over 28 years experience as a Royal Navy
Policeman, dealing with drug-related issues, including undercover work in Drugs Intelligence and
delivering powerful and well-informed presentations to both students and a talk for parents.
The presentations delivered by Bob will be kicking off a new module in PSHE education on risky
situations and behaviours; one of which is education around drugs and alcohol. Our Year 12 and
13 students who will soon be moving on to university and the wider world and we hope these talks
encourage some open and frank conversations at home. Research shows that by having a frank, faceto-face conversation, we can all have a positive impact on young peoples’ approach to alcohol and
drugs.
‘After listening to Bob's presentation I realised how little I knew about drugs, how out of date my
knowledge was and what is actually really relevant to my children now. It wasn't about heroin, crack
cocaine or "Just Say No", but information on a whole range of accessible lower class drugs including
alcohol, the risks involved and the possible long term consequences they
can have. I've come away with a better understanding of drug and alcohol
laws and how easy it can be for future education, travel or career plans
to be seriously affected by making the wrong decisions. I feel in a better
position to support my children now and it's certainly a subject we will be
having more open conversations about at home!’
Parent of Year 13 and Year 10 students
‘As a student who is planning to travel next year, I found the talk about
drugs very eye opening and it made me realise how little I knew about the
legislation surrounding substances. Finding out that in certain countries
there can be very severe repercussions for what we may consider minor
crimes was essential information before going abroad because without this talk I would have never
known about international law.
The information surrounding passports was also enlightening because I always believed that passports
were a given right and wasn’t aware that certain crimes can result in a passport being confiscated. I
also didn’t know that particular drug offences can mean that you can be denied access to a long list
of countries and this was once again surprising. For me, this talk was significant because it educated
us rather than scaring us, and being informed for the next years of our lives, especially a gap year, is
invaluable.’
Year 13 student

Ukraine Appeal

As you know, the crisis in Ukraine has led almost three million people to flee the country. I thought it
was important that we, as a college, support and raise awareness in some way. So I found Café Kitale
in North Walsham who planned trips to the Romanian border to drop off emergency
supplies for the people in crisis in Ukraine.
Over the past two weeks I have collected generous donations from the staff and
students at the school and college and dropped them off. They will run their last trip
one week from when I am writing this, so I will include an update in the next issue. I
have been really pleased with how many people have donated and shown support
for the people of Ukraine. Thank you so much.
Zillah, Year 12
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College News

College News

Road Safety - Blind Spots

This year we’ve enjoyed some great coking from future MasterChefs
and ‘Can’t Cook, Won’t Cook’ chefs alike. Whilst we’ve also seen some
saucepans visit Mr Williams’ pan hospital, Mr Baxter has enjoyed sampling
the creations, although he was less sure about the ‘triple salted’ salted
popcorn during one of the sessions; his blood pressure has not been the
same since. It’s been a real honour to help prepare our outstanding students
for the big world; at least we know they’ll be able to feed themselves well!
(But I do hope there’s a dishwasher wherever they end up!) Mr Baxter

Once again, a group of keen Reepham High School and College bookworms are
taking on the challenge of reading the eight shortlisted books which are competing
to win this year’s Carnegie Medal.
The Yoto Carnegie Medal is awarded by children’s librarians for an outstanding
book written in English for children and young people.
Our shadowing group meets regularly to discuss the books, recommend our
favourites and occasionally encourage each other if we’re flagging.
On the day of the awards, we hold our Carnegie Conference, and this year it will
be great to be able to get together with other schools again.
We eat lunch together, discuss the books, eat a lot of cake, vote for our favourite
and then watch the live stream of the awards ceremony to see if the judges agree
with us - they rarely do!
If you’d like to join our shadowing group, there’s still time! Pop along to the school
library to see me and get started.
Ms Lubbock, RHSC Librarian

THERE’S A BOOKBUZZ ABOUT
Once again, Reepham High School took part in Bookbuzz, a reading programme
from BookTrust that aims to help schools inspire a love of reading. Bookbuzz allows
our Year 7 pupils the opportunity to choose their own book to take home and keep,
from a list of 17 titles. They are all carefully selected by a panel of experts to ensure
quality, suitability and to encourage reading for pleasure.

The Year 12 Health and Social Care
students have started volunteering at the
Sunshine Memory Café.
This café is run by Reepham Rotary Club
and other community volunteers and is
for those living with memory loss and their
carers. It takes place between 10am and 12
noon on the second and fourth Thursdays
of the month in St Michael’s Church Hall.
To find out more about the café and
the activities on offer, the students met
with Rotarians Trevor Nelson and Peter
Williams in January. We then invited Julie Ringer, Community Officer at South Norfolk and Broadland
Council to the college to deliver the Dementia Friends training course.
The students have enjoyed learning more about the effects of memory loss and have been working on
improving their own communication skills when interacting with individuals in different situations.
‘I found the Dementia Friends training useful and interesting. We completed different tasks about how
people experience dementia, and I left the session feeling like I now confidently understand more about
the condition. We learnt about what it's like to live with dementia and how to interact with the people
that are living with it, since dementia is common. I think this was a very important experience.’ Molly H
‘At the memory café, I found it very heart-warming to see everyone enjoying themselves and doing
pilates.’ Claudia H

THE CARNEGIE
MEDAL SHORTLIST
Across The Risen Sea by Bren McDibble
2022
This book is set in a post climate change world where the ocean has risen
and flooded the world.

The Haunting of Aveline Jones is one the 2021 Bookbuzz books.
It’s a great book to read and I would recommed it to people who like
slightly scarier books.
Also, I you don’t like reading really long books but still want a really
good book this is for you. Courtney Shreeve

Everyone has retreated to the hills and mountains which haven’t beenJOIN
flooded
yet. The only way of
IN THE
CONVERSATION...
collecting necessary resources is fishing and salvaging old and flooded
buildings. This is how life has
#CKG22 | CARNEGIEGREENAWAY.ORG.UK
always been for Naomi and her best friend Jaguar or ‘Jag’. However, one
day strange people come to
her island and build a kind of ‘tecknology’ as they call it. When Jag is captured, Naomi sets off in her
boat ‘Liquorice Stix’ to get him back.
This book is really good at creating an image of a flooded world and I would definitely recommend it to
people aged 11 and above. If you like an action filled fantasy fiction with parts with violence, then this is the book for
you. If you don’t like pirates, sharks and alligators, this book is not for you. Rosanna Mallett

Survival in Space by David Long

I would recommend this book to people who love space a lot because this book is about who landed on
the moon first and some intersting facts about what animals went to space. Frances Bevan

When Life Gives You Mangoes by Jennifer Killick

I really enjoyed this book. It left me wanting to read more every time, there was never
a dull moment. I loved the realistic side of things as the main character is having
friendship issues, she is so relatable and you really just feel what she feels throughout
the entire book.
I love how the entire book comes together as well at the end. I think this book has a hidden message in
it as she is overcoming her fears. I also really loved where it was set and all the storms
and things like that. I really enjoyed this book so I would recommend it to anyone!
Eva Toop

Haunting Of Aveline Jones by Phil Hickes

The Haunting of Aveline Jones is about a girl called Aveline Jones who goes to stay with her aunt
during a very dreary half term.
Aveline loves reading ghost stories, until she found an old ghost book previously owned by a girl
called Primrose Penberthy who vanished mysteriously. Aveline decides to investigate Primrose’s
disappearance with help from her new friend Harold.
The haunting of Aveline Jones is a fantastic book! If you like ghost stories this is the book for you. Right from the very
first chapter his book made me intrigued. Overall this book is great and is scary. Polly Young
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Investigators by John Patrick Green

The Haunting of Aveline Jones is a great book for people who like
ghost stories. You follow along with the story and try to find clues,
the characters guesses and assumptions, to solve the mystery. It is
a great storyline, and very well written. The ending fits the story, and
it is a very interesting read.
It is suitable for people 10+. If you do like things ghost related with a
hint of mystery, then this is the book for you. But be warned, do not
read at night! Poppy Jones

The book “Investigators” is a comedy comic styled book and the title of the book is in itself a joke
“Investigators” because both of the main characters are alligators on a mission as two investigators/
detectives “Mango” and “Brash” investigating multiple crimes at once.
The book is mysterious and quite funny and I would recommend it to everyone as a funny and silly
book that I really enjoyed and I hope you will too. Mani Lamb

Rat by Patrice Lawrence
This is a thrilling book which follows a boy called Al and his two rats, named Venom and Vulture. Living in an
apartment above Mr Brayer, whose life goal seems to be to succeed in getting them evicted in any way he sees fit.
Al ’s mum, who has spent time in and out of jail has promised to never return, however not all promises are kept.
Al and his sister, Plum, are staying with their gran, who is continually bad mouthing his mum and
putting ideas into his head. Not listening to them, Al decides to take matters back into own hands.
This book is engaging and I have been fascinated to follow Al’s story and at times, been unable to
put it down. It’s compelling to see how his pet rats comfort him throughout.
If you are like me and enjoy stories that relate to reality, then this book is for you. It’s a thriller of a
story, with a subtitle of “revenge is always sweet” makes me love it even more.
Livi Goodyear
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How has Covid-19 affected students and teachers?
As we all know, Covid-19 has affected everyone mentally and
physically. Cases of depression and other mental illnesses have
increased immensely over the lockdown period. Not being able
to see friends and family or even go for your afternoon walk had
a huge effect on our lives, our mental health and wellbeing. Now
we are recovering and hoping to get back to normal life.

We asked some of our teachers about their experience of lockdown and teaching online.
Mrs King told us that she missed her students and colleagues and seeing them face to
face. She disliked home learning at first; but as she got used to it and as she learnt how
to use it, she enjoyed it more. One thing she liked about home learning and using Teams
was that she could mark the students’ work as they were working. She likes to separate
home and work so she had to try extra hard to separate them over lockdown. Mrs King
also likes routine; something that fell apart during the Covid experience.
Mr Beebe told us that he didn’t really enjoy online teaching for many reasons, such as
there being many more distractions at home! One thing that annoyed him was that it was
completely impossible to check if his pupils were listening and he hated not being able to
have a face to face discussion with pupils and colleagues.
He thinks that lockdown and home learning definitely had a large impact on everyone's mental and physical health
and that he was worried for others as well as himself. When everyone came back to school it felt like freedom for him
and he was much more happy in a classroom full of pupils.
Mr Tutt said that he enjoyed staying at home for longer but missed being outside and socialising. One thing that
wasn’t very good, in his opinion, was that if a student needed help, he couldn't really do that as well as he could face
to face. On the other hand, children who were normally very quiet could speak up on the chat and take more part in
the lessons. Although he also liked that you didn’t need to travel to school every morning and so could be a little more
prepared, he definitely thinks that it was a very negative experience for students and was excited to come back but
still nervous about Covid.
Mr Hubbard wasn’t keen on online teaching at first but as he got used to it he
grew to like it more. He liked that people who didn't normally speak up felt they
could type more in the chat and have more opportunities to join in. He didn’t like
that he couldn't help someone if they were struggling and couldn't check to see
if anyone needed any help. Another thing he disliked was that he didn't know if
people were listening to him or not as they had their cameras and microphones
off. He was very excited to come back and see all of his pupils again but felt
quite nervous too.
Mr Thompson enjoyed doing live lessons
but missed being at school and teaching
face to face and seeing students. He said it was really tough for all students and
teachers and definitely noticed that mental health changed. He found it hard to
teach online and would rather have been teaching in school. He couldn't wait to
come back to school and see his pupils and colleagues again.
Mr Crickmore told us that he didn't like teaching online as he couldn't do
experiments and practicals properly. He felt students were much more distracted
although people who didn't speak much typed more in the chat. He thinks that
pupils' behaviour has changed a lot as they have definitely been affected. He was
very happy to come back to school.
Mr Peebles didn’t like teaching online at all because he didn't know if people were actually listening. Some didn't have
very good internet access and couldn't join the lessons. He thinks it affected their mental state badly and saw changes
in their behaviour - some students got too used to being at home all the time and became lazy.
Mr Halls told us that he hated teaching online as he didn’t get to see his pupils and couldn't tell if they understood
what he was teaching them. He liked that there was no disruption but missed having conversations with his students.
He thinks it affected people a lot and not in a good way - to him behaviour was similar before and after but feels that if
Covid hadn't have happened people would be calmer, happier and less tired.
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Ms Pelaz enjoyed home learning but was apprehensive at the beginning. She liked
it because she could mute people if necessary and some people felt more confident
in the chat but it was strange teaching alone. She feels that when people came
back they were less confident and more tired. She didn’t like it when someone lost
connection in the middle of a group call as it disrupted the lesson and the person
who lost connection wouldn’t be able to finish their lesson. By the end of lockdown
to her it was like everyone had just learned to live with it even though it had changed
everyone’s progress and some were behind on school work, but she was really
happy to come back and see all of her friends.
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Mrs Lee said that she preferred teaching in a
classroom as she found online teaching very
difficult. She said ‘it was a time everyone had to be
independent.’ She was very frustrated at Covid -19
and prefers to see people face to face, although it took
some time to feel comfortable around people again.
However, she was very happy and excited when
people started to come back to school.
Mlle Teillet didn’t like home learning at first but
began to get used to it after a while. She missed
seeing students and her friends and being able to
speak in front of everyone but liked that she could
send people their work. She didn’t like that some people would just join the lesson
and then not do the work but felt that people who didn’t normally speak up in class
would type up in the chat more.
She noticed that students' behaviour changed and some began to fall behind, while
others excelled. She felt that it really came down to how independent people were.
She thinks that it impacted everyone
mentally and physically and she was very
excited when everyone came back and she could talk to others again.
Ms Stillwell told us that she felt school was different when she came back,
she noticed that students' behaviour had changed and pupils struggled
more in class. She also noticed that everyone's mental health had taken
a bad turn. She felt that ‘we all struggled to get into routine again and get
organised but we got there!’ She liked it when things began to feel normal
again.
Article written by Halle Bailliss and Caitlyn McPolin
Interviews by Halle Bailiss, Caitlyn Mcpolin, Lillie-Ann Ward and Lillie Cole, all Year 8

..and what did the pupils think?
It was quite hard switching from being sociable to staring at a screen for
five days straight. The good thing about home learning is that you could
eat whatever whenever and wear pyjamas while still getting an education.
I would much rather be in school than be over a screen, it was a really
weird experience because it was like face timing with your teacher. But it
was also nice to sit at home and learn while being in a comfortable place,
that is peaceful because it made it kind of relaxing and fun to learn.
Lillie Ward
The weirdest thing about home learning is that it all changed so fast. One minute everyone was getting on the bus at
eight am every morning, the next it’s like school is gone and we have to learn by staring at a screen. It was like being
taught by a computer.
One thing I liked about home learning was that It was very independent and I got to teach myself when something
went wrong with my computer or the call failed or I had internet trouble. Another thing I like about it was that it was all
calm and we could be taught in a stress-free, relaxing environment. But others may find it the opposite.
A thing I didn’t like was that I couldn’t talk to my friends in person and didn’t really get to see anyone but my family
(which drove me a bit crazy). It was like I was isolated from the world- which I was!
Halle Bailiss
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SCHOOL COUNCIL
In each of the school’s tutor groups, there are students who are part
of the Year Council. During tutor time they hear their tutor group’s
suggestions on specific topics and any queries pupils may have.
The School Council then meet on a regular basis to discuss matters
brought up by the Year Council.
One of the recent topics discussed at Year Council meetings was
possible rewards for good behaviour and attendance. Two or three
students from each Year Council then take what has been said at
their meetings to the School Council. We listen to each year group’s
suggestions and discuss them in greater depth. We talk about what
can be done in terms of any issues and come up with ways they can
be solved; we also talk about improvements that can be made around the school.

Charting the course in quality print
since 1840

Open Mon Tue Wed Fri 9.00 - 5.00
Thu 9.00 - 1.00 Sat 9.00 - 4.00

• CREATIVE DESIGN
• CORPORATE BROCHURES

The School Council have recently initiated a scheme to recycle pens and felt pens at school. There are posters
around the school and in classrooms advertising the project. Recently we met with Broadland Council’s Community
Focus Officer to discuss facilities and clubs that are available to the young people in the area. Through this interaction
between our pupil body and Broadland Council parents are also working with the Council to try and provide a club for
the young people of Reepham.

• LEAFLETS
• BOOK PRINTING
• DIGITAL PRINTING
• SUPERB SERVICE

The School Council also raise money for various charities by organising non-school uniform days, where pupils are
asked to pay money to wear their own clothes for the day. Kate Bushell, Year 11

NATIONAL ONLINE SAFETY PLATFORM
With the online world is posing an ever-increasing risk to children, it is important
that schools, parents and carers work together to take an active role in teaching
children about online dangers. Learning how to act safely when using the internet
is an incredibly important part of safeguarding our children.
We are therefore delighted to announce that we have begun to work with National Online Safety to provide resources
for all parents and carers. The resources include parents and carers courses, online video resources and weekly
guides covering a huge range of topics, including: online relationships, online bullying, social media platforms, gaming
... and many more!
You will have received an email to your ParentMail accounts on the 24th Feb with a link to get signed up. If you are
having any problems please email me and I can set your account up for you: apeebles@reephamhigh.com.
I am really excited about this opportunity to provide this incredible resource designed to support parents and carers
in understanding what is happening on the phones, tablets, computers and games consoles of their children, and the
best ways to support them. Any questions please get in touch!
Mrs Peebles, Head of Computer Science and eSafety Coordinator

CROSS COUNTRY SUCCESS

After running in the local and regional schools cross country (Langley and Woodbridge)
Jedd Atkinson was picked along with 11 other boys to represent Norfolk in the English
schools cross country championships.
The race was held at Hop Farm in Kent on March 19th. With over 330 boys
representing 46 English counties, Jedd came 49th in the 4.1km race, and was the first
boy home for the Norfolk team. Well done, Jedd!

ATTENDANCE MATTERS!
An important reminder to parents/carers: In order for us to fulfil our safeguarding duties
we ask that you contact the school every day that your son/daughter is absent, prior to
morning registration if possible: by phoning the school absence line on 01603 870328
option 1; emailing attendance@reephamhigh.com; reporting absence via ParentMail.
Ways to help achieve good attendance:
• Arrive at school on time; avoid getting an L (late) mark or even a U (very late) mark.
• If you are late because of the school bus this will not affect your attendance.
• Remember to come to reception and sign in the book.
• Medical appointments: try and make these after school or during holidays where possible.
Caitriona Boal, Attendance Officer
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Correspondence from RHSC and payments

ParentMail is our platform for communicating
with parents and accepting online payments via
ParentMail+Pay. You will receive an invite to register.
Download the app to instantly receive school messages, complete forms, make online
payments and add money to your child’s dinner money account. We now operate a
cashless canteen system, and all payments must be made online. This does not affect
those entitled to a free school meal.

Accessing your child’s records

You can monitor your child’s progress and behaviour and view their time-table and reports
on-line. Go to www.go4schools.com click on the Parent tab under Login and request a
password using the email address you have provided the school with.

Updating contact details

Invites to register with SIMS PARENT was sent out to Years 7, 8, 9 & 10 in the autumn
term. Current Year 11s are the last to receive paper data collection sheets. The SIMS
PARENT app and website allow you to update all contact details and medical information
we hold on your child/children. Please ensure this information is kept up to date.

Please visit the Parent Area of the school website www.reephamhigh.com
to access further information and links to the above sites.
If you have any further queries please email data@reephamhigh.com
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E N JOY 10 % O F F
AS A FRIEND
As a friend of Royal Norwich we’re delighted to offer you 10% off at The Stables
– one of Norfolk’s newest and most talked about destinations.
Set amongst 350 acres of picturesque parkland, The Stables is the perfect place to meet up with family,
friends or work colleagues with a stunning range of indoor and outdoor space available.
Enjoy breakfast, lunch, afternoon tea or dinner, or simply pop in and try our delicious homemade cakes,
pastries and barista coffees! We also have a stylish and fully stocked bar with its very own microbrewery - if you are after something a little stronger!

We’re located just off the A1067 in Lenwade, are open 7 days a week from 8am and bookings are not required.
We also provide free wifi, free parking and a range of private, professional and modern meeting rooms if required.
TO ENJOY YOUR 10% ‘FRIENDS’ DISCOUNT PLEASE QUOTE ‘REPFRIEND22’ OR SHOW THIS ADVERT TO OUR TEAM WHEN ORDERING

01603 531452
ROYAL NORWICH, THE WESTON ESTATE, WESTON HALL ROAD, WESTON LONGVILLE, NORWICH NR9 5JZ

W W W. ROYALN O RW I CH .CO.UK / T H E STA B L E S
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